
How to Repair and Refinish Wooden Legs on
Mirror

Use this guide to repair and refinish chewed wooden furniture.

Written By: Paula Lewis
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INTRODUCTION

If your beloved furry friend (either dog or cat) decided they wanted to chew through your wooden
furniture, use this guide to repair and refinish your furniture rather than throwing it away.

Before using this guide, inspect the amount of damage to the piece of wooden furniture and assess
how much wood filler, stain, and polyurethane you will need to purchase to complete the project.

You might want to think about bringing a wood piece with you to match the stain or have a picture on
hand to match the color. Also, using gloves to stain the wood avoids your hands from becoming
messy during the staining process.

There is an option to purchase the stain and polyurethane all in one, but be aware that this step
speeds up the process, and you cannot remove the stain. Purchasing the stain separately allows
you to add the required coats to match the furniture thoroughly.

Before beginning, make sure you have a tarp or old sheet underneath the wooden furniture to collect
debris from sanding, wood filler, and stain.

TOOLS:
1500 Grit Sandpaper (1)

medium-grit
Minwax Stainable Wood Filler (1)
4" Putty Knife (1)
Polyurethane Sealer (1)
Brown Wood Stain (1)
Tarp or Sheet (1)
Valspar Natural Bristle All Stains Paintbrush

(1)
Paintbrush
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http://www.amazon.com/3M-32023-Imperial-Wetordry-Sheet/dp/B0002MSY7C/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1446140052&sr=8-1&keywords=3m+1500+grit+sandpaper
https://www.amazon.com/Minwax-42852-Stainable-Wood-Filler/dp/B016TQINYI
https://www.leroymerlin.fr/v3/p/produits/outillage/outillage-specialise/outillage-du-peintre/couteau-a-enduire-l1308219253
file:///Item/Polyurethane_Sealer
https://www.amazon.com/Minwax-70012444-Finish-Penetrating-Walnut/dp/B001CESFSM/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=brown+wood+stain&qid=1565214093&s=gateway&sr=8-3
file:///Item/Tarp_or_Sheet
https://www.lowes.com/pd/Valspar-Natural-Bristle-Polyester-Blend-Angle-2-in-Paint-Brush/1002276692


Step 1 — How to Repair and Refinish Wooden Legs on Mirror

  

Inspect the damage from the chew marks.

If you have a mirror that is attached to the wood, be sure to cover the mirror to prevent damage.
You can use painter's tape and cardboard to secure the mirror from damage.



Look for finer areas with smaller chewed up marks.

Step 2

 

Sand and clean the wooden legs in need of repair.

Be sure to wipe away all excess dirt and debris before applying stain.
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Step 3

  

Apply the wood filler using a putty knife or your fingers.

If you use your fingers, be sure to press the wood filler into the chewed marks

Then smooth over with your finger.

Wood filler does dry quickly, so work fast if you are not using gloves.

Step 4

Allow the wood filler to dry
(anywhere from 15 minutes to 8
hours).



Be sure to read the instructions on
the wood filler for the allotted
amount of time.
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Step 5

 

Sand the filled area that its height is level the surrounding wood.

Sand the wood filler until it becomes smooth.

Be sure to sand the wood filler to match the same height and angle of the shape of the legs or
furniture.



Step 6

Match the stain to the wood using a
scrap piece of wood.



Minwax is the best brand to use with
a variety of stains.



If you are not using gloves, be
careful when staining because it can
take multiple washes to get the stain
off your hands and clothing.



Use gloves when staining.

How to Repair and Refinish Wooden Legs… Draft: 2021-12-13Guide ID: 145217 -

This document was generated on 2021-12-23 09:07:16 AM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 5 of 8



Step 7

 

Apply the stain to the wood using a small paintbrush.

Be sure to use a staining brush, you can find them in the aisle next to the stains.

Step 8

  

Allow the stain to dry (depends on the stain; oil: 12 hours avg or water-based: 3-4 hours).

It may appear shiny and wet, so keep the wood out of the way.
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Don’t forget to reassemble your wooden furniture. In this guide, the mirror has two screws that secure
the mirror to its stand.

Step 9

Repeat steps 7-8 for the desired
stain.



On this particular guide, the staining
process took three coats.



Step 10

Apply polyurethane sealer and let
dry completely for 24 hours before
reassembly.



Be sure the read the back of the
polyurethane sealer for the allotted
time.
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