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How to Repair a Scratch On a Car

This guide will show how to repair a scratch in...
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INTRODUCTION

This guide will show how to repair a scratch in the paint of a car. This includes wet sanding
with various grit sandpaper, heaving machine polishing, and waxing. This guide is to
repair scratches in the clear coat of the paint ONLY. It is NOT recommended to do this
repair if the scratch is on an edge/sharp body line of the car as it is very easy to sand
through the paint in this scenario, causing irreversible damage to your cars paint. If this
repair in performed on a flat surface of the car, it is safe and easy to do following this
guide. If a scratch is very deep it is recommended to bring to car to a professional auto
body shop to handle the repair.

TOOLS:

Rotary Polisher (1)

3000 Grit Sandpaper (1)

5000 Grit Sandpaper (1)

Heavy Polishing Compound (1)
Painter's Tape (1)

Microfiber Cleaning Cloths (1)
Car Wax (1)

Spray Bottle (1)

All Purpose Cleaner (1)

Heavy Polishing Pad (1)


https://www.amazon.com/gp/slredirect/picassoRedirect.html/ref=pa_sp_mtf_aps_sr_pg1_1?ie=UTF8&adId=A005042318WG0KKAWW1J1&url=%2FNeiko-10671A-Electric-Polisher-Variable%2Fdp%2FB006E5QKZE%2Fref%3Dsr_1_29_sspa%3Fdchild%3D1%26keywords%3Drotary%2Bpolisher%26qid%3D1618594033%26sr%3D8-29-spons%26psc%3D1&qualifier=1618594033&id=6077377621728987&widgetName=sp_mtf
https://www.amazon.com/Coceca-Sandpaper-Assortment-Furniture-Automotive/dp/B07Q3D57N2/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=316V786UBJV5S&dchild=1&keywords=5000+grit+sandpaper&qid=1618594169&s=hi&sprefix=5000%2Ctools%2C178&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExOTVGU1RMTE43Rzg3JmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMDIwMDkwMklJNEtXS1M2U1QwNiZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMzgxODg3NDQ5VzdMWEkySTlZJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.com/Coceca-Sandpaper-Assortment-Furniture-Automotive/dp/B07Q3D57N2/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=316V786UBJV5S&dchild=1&keywords=5000+grit+sandpaper&qid=1618594169&s=hi&sprefix=5000%2Ctools%2C178&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExOTVGU1RMTE43Rzg3JmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMDIwMDkwMklJNEtXS1M2U1QwNiZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMzgxODg3NDQ5VzdMWEkySTlZJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.com/Meguiars-Mirror-Glaze-Ultra-Cut-Compound/dp/B001O7PNW8/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1CXF9805SW14W&dchild=1&keywords=meguiars+heavy+cut+compound&qid=1618594254&sprefix=meguiars+heav%2Caps%2C159&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/ScotchBlue-Painters-Multi-Use-1-88-Inch-60-Yard/dp/B00004Z4DU/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1522256372&sr=8-3&keywords=painters+tape
https://www.ifixit.com/products/microfiber-cleaning-cloths
https://www.menards.com/main/tools-hardware/automotive-marine-hardware/automotive-marine-cleaning-waxing-chemicals-accessories/formula-1-reg-carnauba-wax-16-oz/p-1444449410317-c-9102.htm?tid=6807080904414131824
http://www.amazon.com/24-Oz-Sprayer-Bottles-Pack/dp/B00008VXNE/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1393280009&sr=8-1&keywords=spray+bottle
file:///Item/All_Purpose_Cleaner
https://www.amazon.com/Gracefur-Polishing-Buffing-Available-Polisher/dp/B0797M379C/ref=sr_1_20?dchild=1&keywords=heavy+polishing+pad+wool&qid=1618594368&s=hi&sr=1-20

Step 1 — How to Repair a Scratch On a Car

@ a good way to make sure a
scratch is repairable by this
method is to spray some water
on the scratch. If the scratch
disappears or fades, no longer
showing a white color in some
cases, then that means it is
only in the clear coat of the
paint and can be repaired.

N 1f the scratch is on a sharp
edge or body line of the car,
this repair is not recommended
as sanding on sharp edges of
the paint can lead to removing
too much paint too quickly,
causing permanent damage.




Step 2

® (Clean the scratch and surrounding area with all purpose cleaner and microfiber towel
(simple green, dish soap, Mr. Clean, etc). This ensures the area is contaminant free and
when sanding you won't be scraping dirt back into the paint.

/N Do not use harsh chemicals or solvents such as bleach, acetone, or other chemicals as
this can damage the paint.

Step 3
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® Using painters tape, place tape the length of the scratch about 1 inch above and below
it. Place tape on the sides of the scratch leaving about an inch on each side as well,
creating a box.



https://www.ifixit.com/products/microfiber-cleaning-cloths

Step 4

® Using a spray bottle filled with water, spray the area.

® Using 3000 grit sandpaper, sand the paint ONLY across the scratch, not the length of it.
This will sand the clear coat down while also blending the scratch into the paint.

® Sand until the scratch is no longer visible. Be sure to sand flat and even. keep the area

lubricated with water.

Step 5

® Wipe down the area and remove the tape. The sanded area will be hazed.

® If the scratch is still visible when fully dry but disappears when wet, move on to the
next step.

® If the scratch is still visible when wet, repeat step 4 as the next stage of sanding will be
less aggressive and is to mainly remove the sanding scratches caused by the 3000 grit.



Step 6

® With painters tape, make
another, bigger box about 1
inch away from the hazed area
on all sides.

Step 7

® Using the same method as step 4, spray water on the area and use the 5000 grit
sandpaper.

® Sand up until the tape, making sure to sand evenly, covering the entire taped in area,
and keep it lubricated with water.

® Keep the sand paper flat and only sand in the direction the width of the scratch, not the
length of it, as depicted.

® Dry off the surface to inspect the area. It is better to have an even haze from sanding
rather than being able to see individual sanding lines.



® Remove the tape and wipe down the area with a microfiber towel. The scratch should
now be completely gone.

® You should be left with an even haze on the sanded area that is ready to be polished.

Step 9

® Using a machine polisher and a heavy polishing pad (in this case a wool pad), apply
heavy polishing compound to the polishing pad in an X pattern.

® If using a rotary polisher as depicted, use the medium speed setting to work the polish
into the paint, make sure to cover the entire sanded area.

® If using a random orbital polisher (also known as a DA or "dual action" polisher), use
the highest speed setting.

® Be sure to keep the polisher level, and moving. Don't keep it in one spot. Polish even
beyond the sanded area.

Polishing by hand is NOT recommended for this repair.



Step 10

® Wipe the polishing compound off the paint and inspect the area. If you still see sanding
scratches, repeat step 9 until the sanding scratches are gone.

@ If the sanding scratches will not come out you may need a more aggressive polish or
more aggressive polishing pad.



Step 11

® Grab your favorite wax. (in this case paste wax was used)

® Apply wax to an applicator pad and apply the wax in STRAIGHT LINES ONLY. This is
because if something, such as a small rock, is between the pad, causing a scratch, it is
much easier to remove a straight scratch than a circular one.

® (Cover the entire area with a thin coat. Wait for the wax to haze for a few minutes then
buff off with a microfiber towel.

Step 12

® The scratch is now repaired, and the paint protected with wax.



Your paint is now scratch free, at least for that one spot! Use this guide to repair all your
scratches and pass you knowledge on to help others!



